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RENT LOCALITIES AND THE HOUSE OF LORDS’ HEFFERNAN JUDGEMENT 
 

• This report provides members of the Joint committee with a brief up date on a 
Judgement that will affect people with private landlords who claim housing benefits.   

 
1. Introduction / Background 
 

1.1 Housing Benefits for people living in privately rented accommodation, who have 

been in continuous receipt of Housing Benefit since 6th April 2008 (or before), are 

calculated using a figure provided by the Rent Service.  Housing Benefit for these 

customers is reviewed annually using updated figures provided by the Rent Service. 

1.2 Housing Benefits paid for people living in privately rented accommodation, who 

have claimed Housing Benefit on or after 7th April 2008 are calculated using a Local 

Housing Allowance as provided by the Rent Service. 

1.3 The Heffernan judgment, in July, required the Rent Service to review the guidance 

that it gives its rent officers in the setting of localities and Broad Market Rental 

Areas (BRMAs). These areas are used by the Rent Officer to value rental charges.  

All existing locality and BRMA boundaries remained as they were while the 

guidance review took place. As a result of the review some will now change. 
 
 
2. KEY DECISION 
 
2.1 This is not a key decision  
 
3. Current Position 

  
3.1 The Rent Officer has now contacted us to inform us that the BRMAs in our areas are 

to change with effect from 16th December 2007, as a consequence affected 
customer’s Housing Benefit, when annually reviewed, will be reduced. Currently we 
have limited knowledge but understand that someone renting a property with 3 
bedrooms in Newmarket will loose £29 weekly, or £34 weekly in Soham. 

 
3.2 The ruling does go against the Government’s original policy intention and as such 

there may be a change of regulation.  It is hoped further information will be available 
and verbally provided when this report is presented to the Joint Committee. 

 
3.3 At the time of writing this report we are not certain what the affect may be on the 

Local Housing Allowance scheme (if any). 
 
4. Recommendations 
 

  
4.1       That the contents of this report be noted.   
 


